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         “To welcome all, to receive God’s gifts, to respond to God’s call with love.”
              You are invited to join Bob and Deb Gahan for the…….
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Benefiting GRAND ANGELS (formerly TCP Food Bank and Angels Outreach)

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

Sunday, December 11…right after church – 2 pm

152 County Road 691…GRAND LAKE…303-335-6173

Please spread the joy and love of the season by gathering with us for our annual Christmas brunch and open house for food, fellowship, great causes and thanksgiving.  All you need to bring is a FULL grocery sack or trunk load of sacks to help us restock the TCP Food Bank shelves or join us in our CHRISTMAS JOY project this season.  See below for details. 

Our gifts to you this Christmas are the food, drink and a holiday experience as well as opportunities for you to be blessed by helping neighbors in need and getting together with friends from our Grand community.  This year there are four ways you can help. Please pick one, two, three and/or all four – whatever is your pleasure.  The need is great – we hope you’ll want to participate and help bring a little JOY and LIGHT to a neighbor. Thank you!

1) Food for the food bank.

2) A monetary donation - checks to TCP.  Be sure and note it is for the GRAND ANGELS (you can bring it, put in offering plate or mail to us at PO Box 675, Grand Lake, CO 80447)

3) “Sponsoring” a family for Christmas – names and children’s wish lists are available now – you may shop or donate and let an angel shop for you (just let us know via phone call or email at debmgahan@aol.com)

4) For the first year we are hosting a Secret Santa GRAND KIDS shop on       December 16.  Children will be able to “shop” and wrap a few special gifts for their parents or caregivers.  We are in need of donations of “like new” (think regifting) unwrapped gifts.  You may donate gifts or dollars toward this event. (let us know via phone call or email at debmgahan@aol.com).  

Thank you and GOD bless you all! Hope to see you on December 11, if not before.   

Merry Christmas, Bob and Deb Gahan

The world of the generous gets larger and larger…

The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed;

Those who help others are helped.  Proverbs 11: 24-25
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Appreciation Reception/Luncheon for Barbara and Glenn Shull for their 16 years of wonderful service! Please join us…bring a salad or side dish…meat and dessert provided. 

Deann Tibbetts to leave post after the new year.

Dear Members and Friends of TCP,

Deann Tibbetts, our secretary since 2007, will be leaving her position at the end of January. She will be staying through the end of January to help familiarize her successor with the goings on of the church office, and as that person also assimilates to the new position of Administrative Coordinator. Thankfully, this is not goodbye to Deann altogether, as she remains a faithful member of TCP, and will continue to worship with us and volunteer in areas of the church that are close to her heart.*  Deann has been a wonderful, caring person in her official role at TCP.  We wish her well in her future pursuits with whatever she does, including spending more time with those Grand children!

As the needs of the church continue to evolve, however, so has the job of church secretary. The work of the church office has now increased to the point that we need an Administrative Coordinator to take on all the duties of secretary, plus that of accounting and bookkeeping.**   The treasurer's task of accounting and bookkeeping has been growing as our church and its ministry has grown.  Deb Gahan has faithfully and diligently handled that job over the last 12 years!  It has now come to the point where it is no longer fair, let alone feasible to expect a volunteer to handle the church's accounting and bookkeeping and all that it entails.

As we make this step toward the future for the needs of our church in 2012, please join me in saying "thank you,” and, "well done, good and faithful servants" to both Deann for her work as secretary and Deb for her work as treasurer, accountant and bookkeeper.   

With love and gratitude,

David

*  to see how much TCP relies on its volunteers take a look in this issue 
**the job description for Administrative Coordinator is listed in this issue

*TCP Relies on YOU!

Did you know that Trinity only has one full time employee?

Our busy pastor!

Did you know that Trinity only has one part time employee?

Our busy secretary!

Did you know we pay someone to clean the church each week?

Our busy housekeeper!

Did you know that for the first time in the history of our church we paid a summer youth intern to lead that program because we had no volunteers?

Did you know that everything else that happens at Trinity is done strictly and solely by servant volunteers out of love and obedience for our Lord Jesus Christ?  

YES, EVERYTHING!

Can you believe it?

· Building and grounds maintenance

· Coffee time hosts

· Communion preparation

· Contract negotiations

· Deacon service

· Session service

· Financial operations, bookkeeping and accounting

· Food bank administration

· Trinity Guild activities

· Grand Angels NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS

· Greeters

· Changing the banners and pulpit and lectern cloths

· Ordering, collecting and picking up holiday flowers

· Insurance reviews

· Internal control and financial audits

· Library management

· Manse expansion project committee

· Manse expansion work – volunteer labor

· Music programs

· Newsletter article writings

· Payroll preparation and all related tax filings

· Pianist/Organist

· Record keeping required by Denver Presbytery

· Samaritan Ministries liaison

· Website design and maintenance

· Women’s Bible study

· Volunteer coordination

· Recycle

As we continue to be blessed by seeing our covenant community expand, the demands on these volunteers are stretched. All serve faithfully without pay and recognition. We are so blessed and so thankful for these servants.  

**Trinity Church in the Pines Administrative Coordinator

Classification:         Administrative Coordinator

Pay Classification:  Part time

Qualifications and experience:
· Education - High school diploma or equivalent
· Planning and Organizing – Establishing courses of action to ensure that work is completed efficiently.
· Communication – Clearly conveying information and ideas through a variety of media to individuals.
· Initiating Action - Ability to be creative, problem solve, and to work with 

      minimal supervision
· Technical – Clear and concise understanding of a personal computer, Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Servant Keeper) and Quick Books
· Verbal - Interact in a professional Christian manner with those calling or entering the Church

Job description:

· Provide secretary, bookkeeping, and other administrative responsibilities.
· Provide quality service to those who enter Trinity Church whether it is church   leadership, volunteer coordinators, members or those seeking assistance or guidance whether it be in the office or Food Bank area. Provide each with courtesy and respect.
· Provide prompt communication from the congregation and church matters to those who need to know.

· Enter all bills and deposits insuring they align with budget categories and session approved procedures in Quick Books for all accounts on a timely basis. Follow up on any and all exceptions prior to processing. Prepare checks for signature insuring there is budget, proper approvals and proper coding on the invoices or in the case of the Grand Angel account there is proper email documentation, faxes, etc. to confirm approval of the payment. 

· Reconcile Quick Books and bank statements monthly. Follow month end close out worksheet. Insure all journal entries are correctly recorded to insure fund balances are balanced and reported correctly. Prepare various Excel supporting worksheets as required. Enter data in the monthly treasurer’s report for session.
· Work closely with the treasurer to review the statements prior to release to session and/or the congregation.  
· Calculate monthly payroll and pay employees and contractors timely. Prepare annual payroll audit form for workmen compensation insurance. Prepare pastor's monthly expense report with proper coding. 
· Prepare annual budget with input from session and congregation. Prepare quarterly budget comparison reports for session. Maintain memorial fund donations database and provide timely information to pastor and to family for their follow up. Answer questions relative to budget and bills for those that ask  Research and negotiate with vendors to obtain best quality at best price insuring we do not pay sales tax or other charges. All other duties that arise at the request of the pastor or session that falls in the bookkeeping realm including but not limited to supplemental record keeping for special projects - i.e., manse project, wish list project, loaves and fish project, etc.
· Prepare quarterly and annual IRS reports and other state tax reports including three property tax  reports. Balance and prepare church contribution statements and IRS reports at year end.  Send in-kind donation letters per IRS and session approved guidelines and appropriate accounting for them for both types. Stay abreast of changes to the tax code that impact TCP.

· Prepare and send year-end report to Denver Pres (part of clerk's report – three or four pages of financial data)

· Update board of pension, pastor's terms of call, verify that new billings are calculated correctly, and prepare pastor terms of call for annual congregation meeting.
· Keep accurate records using Servant Keeper.
· Communicate with pastor, deacons, elders, and volunteers to insure adequate understanding of job duties, timelines, expectations and accountability.
· Maintain and file all Church files and records.
· Work with volunteer coordinator and have an understanding of who has the best skills to fit the task to ensure the task is accomplished. Follow up may be needed with the volunteer assigned to the task
· Efficiently perform typing, filing and other secretarial duties for the pastor, session, deacons, and volunteers.
· Prepare weekly bulletin with input from the Pastor and congregation
· Finds and trains backup to handle job duties during an absence from duties, especially for the bulletin.
· Prepare monthly newsletter and maintain calendar with events. Create an action plan for special events on calendar, perform the task or seek a volunteer to perform or assist with the task.
· Update and distribute church directory.
· Answer telephone with a professional and friendly greeting.
· Collect and distribute the mail to the appropriate mailboxes.
· Assist Food Bank clients, keeping accurate records and maintain product on shelves in an organized manner. Refer outreach clients to the appropriate person.
· Maintain office supplies within budget.
· Maintain the bulletin board in an organized manner.
· Keep prayer chain current, distribute and e-mail to those on prayer chain list as necessary.
· Perform other tasks as requested.


Trinity Church in the Pines session reserves the right to change or modify the duties of this position at any time. 

Christmas Candlelight Services

This year we will have three services….4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.

Bring your family and friends. We need greeters for the 4:00 pm. and the 8:00 p.m. services…hope you can help!  Contact Pastor David to volunteer. 
Christmas Trees
Over the hills and through the woods….cut down your own Christmas tree…bring saw….call Deann at 627-8538 or 531-9348. They stay fresh for a long time. . .any size…any Sunday or call for a specific time.

Growing God’s Girls

Trinity Church in the Pines continues to support local youth groups including “Growing God’s Girls” led by Melanie Little. This middle-school age bracket was lost to some extent between traditional Sunday Schools and high-school age “Young Life” events, so Melanie organized a casual weekly get together in the Granby area on Monday evenings. Although it is girls only, they did allow me the great pleasure of sitting in a couple of weeks ago to learn more about what they are doing.  Sooo much energy and cheerful banter–quite delightful for this father of boys.

Growing God’s Girls is a wonderful, God-filled opportunity for these local kids to get together in a safe setting for a snack and fellowship. They told me they love to get together, catch up on things they can’t really talk about at school, share problems, and just get goofy in a friendly group.  Melanie makes sure there is solid biblical teaching as well and the girls are now in their ninth of week reading John. Some of the girls are un-churched; others come from Church of the Eternal Hills, Fraser Valley Baptist, Grand River Assembly of God, and our neighboring Living Word. All middle-school girls are welcome. Mission activities to date include:
Visit to a nursing home, chilled with folks, played games. etc.

Visited Animal Shelter

Children’s Hospital (soon)

Collecting and packaging gifts for Operation Christmas Child, especially

      blankets and vitamins

Trinity’s support helps pay for snacks for the girls who cannot pay, also notebooks and journals and Bibles. Melanie will brief us during Moment for Mission and Growing God’s Gifts will sing for us at Trinity this coming Sunday, December 11, coached by our own Juliet Shams and accompanied by Krys Boy on piano.
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      Geoff Elliott


Library

Thanks to Ann Feucht for volunteering to serve as Librarian. If you have books you wish to donate, please give them to Ann. Please write a short paragraph on a book you have read for the newsletter. It is helpful to know a little bit more about a book you pick up. Thanks to Deb and Rick Christian, we have a lot of Karen Kingsbury’s books and tapes. It is a story of a large family and all that happens to them and their friends. She writes series and stand alones. One called “One Tuesday Morning” (9/11) is especially intriguing. Rick is Karen’s literary agent and we appreciate these wonderful books in our library. Note the book/CD/video exchange bookcase. Take what you want….”The Help” is there!

Financials

TRINITY ACCOUNTS at October 31, 2011

 

Contributions to and interest income for the operating fund for the first ten months of 2011 were $99,500 (a 4% increase over same time last year). The operating needs of the church were $99,800 (compared to $90,000 last year). For the third month in a row, we are operating at breakeven. The balance in the operating fund remains strong at $137,000. 

 

We are coming down to the end of the manse project. Project to date spending has been $124,000. We have a balance left in the fund of $35,000, which should bring us in on or under budget. Praise GOD for all the answered prayers in so many ways and people relative to this gift to our pastor and his family – both now and for many years to come. A labor of love by so many of you – thank you and GOD bless you all. 

Year to date GRAND ANGELS have been able to, because of your generosity and those of NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS throughout Grand County either through donations or grants, feed and/or help meet emergency financial needs in the amount of $41,000 – that’s in excess of 800 lives that have been touched this year alone. And that’s all because of the giving, generous hearts of Grand County GRAND ANGELS. Thank you and May GOD continue to richly bless you and this ministry. And thank you in advance for your support of our Joyful Giver/Grand Angel Christmas project. Last year over 700 gifts were distributed to 200 Grand Kids in 80 different families. Based on the 100% increase in visitors to our food bank this year - we expect that number to increase a lot. The need is great and TCP and Grand County participates. GOD is GREAT. 

 

The full financials are always available for your review. Just ask the treasurer and she’ll be glad to share them with you and answer any and all questions you might have. Budgeting for 2012 is underway now. If you have ideas for new programs you might like to see Trinity undertake, please contact the pastor or a session member to discuss so we can include them in the budget.  

 

Praise God that He continues to move hearts to give generously!  His work goes on because of your giving hearts. God delights in cheerful givers. He must be smiling big time on our Trinity family. Thank you and God bless you all!

 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-9…Remember this – if you give little, you will get little. A farmer who plants just a few seeds will get only a small crop, but if he plants much, he will reap much. Every one must make up his own mind as to how much he should give. Don’t force anyone to give more than he really wants to, for cheerful givers are the ones God prizes. God is able to make it up to you by giving you everything you need and more, so that there will not only are enough for your own needs, but plenty left over to give JOYFULLY to others. It is as the Scriptures say:  “The godly man gives generously to the poor. His good deeds will be an honor to him forever.”  

 
  
DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP

Initial formation meeting on Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 12:00 noon. Bring a brown bag lunch; drinks and dessert are provided. Church of the Eternal Hills. For more information, please call 887-3603 or email admin@eternalhills.org.  Leadership team:  Lyn Hull, CLP Intern; Rev. Bill Sanders; Kathy Hulley, MA LPC.

MANSE UPDATE

May God bless the volunteers!
1 Corinthians 14:12

"So it is with you, since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the church."

We are in the final stages at the Manse. Carpet is in and final plumbing being completed. The electrician is calling in for inspection. Our trim team, Ken Stasco and Marc Brennan, are finishing up, too. Chuck Wolf and Ken Stasco are finishing up the lockers in the mudroom and Bob Stuart will be completing the stained glass window insert and the steps in the garage. Ron Schmidt has been busy staining/sealing the stairway railing and mantel.

A cleanup day was held on Wednesday, November 30, at 1 p.m. Hopefully, our final cleanup day! We will work to get the house ready for occupation. A couple of big things left: moving stuff off the garage walls so firetape can be applied and some kind of fence 
put up in the backyard for the Heils' dog. After the firetape is up, the final inspection is ready for call-in.

Anybody who wishes to participate in this last big push can join us at the Manse. We welcome all to help or to just stop by and see the progress!
Manse Expansion/Improvement Committee

The greatest gift one can give is thanksgiving.

In giving gifts, we give what we can spare,

but in giving thanks we give ourselves.

Trinity Guild

         We had a great meeting with Bill Housley, Chief of Police, speaking to us about the Joyful Givers program that he and his department started three years ago. All the gifts that are received from the community for the children and families are delivered personally by the officers. Last year this was about 75 families. They are again this year teaming up with Grand Angels to collect funds for the children to buy and wrap gifts for them. Gift wrapping will be announced and help is needed. We hope you can all support this effort. We gave Chief Housley a check to purchase gifts for the children.


Deann opened the meeting, Sylvia led us in prayer and Norma provided an outstanding dessert—pumpkin roll cake. Edith gave our devotion. We concluded at our meeting that we would not host a Fall Festival Dinner this year. We discussed officers for the coming year, our donations for the year, and plans for a party to decorate the Christmas tree and church. This will be on Thursday, December 1, at 12:30 p.m. Bring an appetizer to share and we’ll have a fun time. We need tall help!


One of our donations will be that of several turkeys for the Food Bank. Additionally, funds to purchase gifts for the children through Grand Angels. 


To honor the memory of Opal Mayfield and Cleta Leinbach, two Canadian Reds were planted to add color to the church property, and two shrubs (one coming in spring). They were both devoted members of our Guild and served the Guild and our church in many, many ways. We miss them a lot!


The luncheon on Sunday, December 4, will honor the Shulls for their years of service. Meat and dessert will be provided and we are asked to bring salads and side dishes. Bev Westlake and Jeanne Kafer and are organizing this special event. 


  New affiliate member. . .

David and Ruth Craig enjoy being able to drive from their home in Lakewood to the peace and beauty of Grand Lake in just two hours.  They love the small community and are delighted to be a part of the Trinity family.  David spent many of his growing up years at family cabins in Grand Lake.  So, it was the fulfillment of a dream when he and Ruth carried on the family tradition by buying their own cabin, High Ground, here in 2005.  

David was in the homebuilding business with his father for 30-plus years before retiring and joining Ruth in her business.  Ruth started that training and consulting business in 1990 and has spent much of her time in Washington, DC before retiring last year.  David and Ruth have traveled extensively.  Many of those travels have been mission-related, most recently the launching of a microenterprise endeavor that Ruth has been leading.

 

They have five married children and 18 grandchildren aging from 17 to 10 months.  All 30 of them gathered in Cancun this summer to celebrate family and also a special wedding anniversary.  David and Ruth would tell you that one of their greatest joys is the weeklong Cousin Camp they have for their grandchildren every summer.  

 

REMEMBER TRINITY CHURCH IN YOUR WILL

We want to encourage our congregation to make lifetime giving a vital part of your personal stewardship.  While Trinity Church in the Pines does not have an official drive to encourage you to remember the church in your will through bequests and estate planning, we would certainly like to encourage it.  As our church grows, so do our needs and a bequest will help assure we are financially secure for the future.  We are also capable of receiving stocks and bonds.  (Our policy is that upon receiving stock we immediately sell it and convert the value to our long-term cash holdings.)  Please consider Trinity Church in your will.  
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        Birthdays:





Ruth Kroon, December 4






Donna Bielenberg, December 10






Ellie Rempel, December 11






Warren Rempel, December 14






Joyce Greenfield, December 18






Rick Christian, December 22






Wally Albright, December 23






Steve Armstead, December 24






Erin Acord, December 25

Barbara Shull, December 31

       Anniversaries




Glenn and Shirley Shepherd, December 4

Sue James and Bob Stuart, December 6

Tom and Ann Stark, December 11

Russ and Theresa Nuzum, December 13

Warren and Patt Rempel, December 22

Richard and Gwen Lewis, December 25

Dick and Cleta Leinbach, December 27

Karen and Paul Gilbert, December 28

Sue and Steve Armstead, December 29

Allen and Lynn Beach, December 29

Sandy and Gary Ashby,  December 31 

Trinity Prayer List
Pat Evans has no cancer in her eye tumor… she has one good eye so is good to drive and is very thankful.

Prayers for Brandon Strang who was in a serious snowmobile accident.
The Jensens await their grandchild.

 Peace for Chuck Taylor.

Pray for the family and many friends of Steve Cormey.

Praise for Tom Stark who has had all of his surgeries and now is doing fine. Continued prayers for the success of these surgeries. 

Continuing Prayer Concerns

All those struggling with health issues:  Carolyn Hackman, Dakota Schonlau, Mike Smith, and Sally Daniels. 

Jo Williams’ family in the loss of her father-in-law.

Prayers for those struggling with cancer: Ken Smith, Marilyn Binkley, Craig Mann, Layla Gray, Mary Bacon, Justin Jaschke, Layne Anderson, Kerri and Kathy. 

Kimberlee Nanda as she recuperates from brain surgeries. She has been moved to rehab and can sit up in a wheelchair. 

Pray for those serving in the military, especially as the holiday season approaches:  Max Carlson (home now), Patrick Grabowski, Sam Robino,  Matt Chesnutt, Craig Johnson, Ryan Copas, Eric Hetzler, Michael Crosswhite and Rory Mulligan. 

TRINITY CHURCH IN THE PINES

604 Lake Avenue, P. O. Box 676, Grand Lake, CO 80447

tcpoffice@gmail.com - 970-627-3510 Ext. 11






Rev. Dr. David C. Heil






                             Manse: 627-8981  Cell: 970-685-7046 Ext. 12 

                                      PASTOR’S EMAIL  davidheil@sbcglobal.net;                                                

                Trinity Church in the Pines Grand Angels (Food Bank/Angels Outreach)  Ext. 315
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Church Office 
                    627-3510

Treasurer

Rev. David Heil  
       627-8981

Deb Gahan

303-335-6173

Cell

            970-685-7046 

Food Bank Coordinator
Session





Laura Lang

303-424-1110
Geoff Elliott

970-627-8532



Verona Schmidt            970-627-9364



Deb Gahan
            303-335-6173

Volunteer Coordinator
Karenann Manley
970-887-9306

Karen Gilbert               970-627-0360

Reed James

970-627-3773                Volunteer Clerk of Session






Bob Gahan                    303-601-7911

Deacons
 


             Grand Angels

Lyn Hull

303-319-8761

B. J. Coors, Sheryl Dahman, Deb Gahan,
Karen Gilbert  
970-627-0360

Pat Granquist, Stephany Holt, Laura Lang,
Bob Scott

970-627-0496                 Melanie Little, Linda Spaet, Connie Graham,  

DiAnn Butler and Sue James Stuart.     

  Merry Christmas to all!
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“Once in David’s Royal City”

       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

             “O Holy Night!”


     “For Unto Us a Child is Born”


          “The Birthday of a King”


                “Away in a Manger”



          “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”




  “What Child Is This?




        “Jesus Is the Sweetest Name I know”




               “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”





         “While Shepherds Watched their Flocks”






   “We Three Kings’






          “Oh Come, All Ye Faithful”







      “Oh, Come, Let Us Adore Him”








  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”








       “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

�





 �





December


Birthdays / Anniversaries





Hot Sculpture Springs Community Church is seeking winter clothing for a give-a-way on November 6. All churches are invited to participate. If you have any donations, bring to the church or drop off in Granby at the Verizon store. Help is needed—call Lauren at 531-5729. Blankets, jackets, gloves, away to those in need.








